
 

Position:    Academic Head 
Location:   Noida  
 
About Million Sparks Foundation 

Million Sparks Foundation (MSF) is a tech-led education initiative focused on Teacher Capacity Building              
and aims to empower one million teachers by 2020. We believe that the role of education is to ignite a fire                     
in every child and teachers are the sparks who do that. ChalkLit - MSF’s mobile and web application                  
platform provides bite-sized curriculum-linked resources to help teachers build their knowledge, and also             
plan and execute high-quality lessons. Currently, we are working with SCERT Delhi, SCERT Haryana,              
SCERT Goa and SCERT Uttar Pradesh.  

We are a young organisation with an entrepreneurial culture. Our team requires a diverse group of                
passionate, self-driven, caring individuals who would like to contribute to this mission.  

 
Google  and  Central Square Foundation   are supporting MSF through grants for its work. 

 

Position Summary  

MSF aims to bridge the gap between the theory and execution for teachers and desires to be the leading                   
platform for providing the teachers with easy to execute content and pedagogy in the classrooms. The                
Academic Head will be responsible for ensuring that this MSF philosophy is reflected in every content                
piece that is made available on the ChalkLit platform. The head will be responsible for defining, the                 
content design strategy for MSF with inputs from a large group of experienced teachers, content curation                
methodology, the design of evaluation methods for teachers and delivery of all bite-sized resources              
mapped to K-12 curriculum be it academic or non-academic in nature. The head will report the CEO.  

 

Our Content Philosophy  

We have a strong belief that there are lots of good Open Educational Resources available and to build                  
capacity of teachers the requirement is not to create more textbook type content but to guide them on                  
how to run a vibrant class and make it connected to the real world and get the students interested in                    
listening. The scaffolding of content is important, breaking down of each concept to the atomic level and                 
making sure that the teacher aligns with and understands this breakup is the key. Remember that we                 
learn best when we teach because we start to take a 360° view of the topic / concept being taught and                     
attempt to answer all questions that our students ask. Our philosophy is to work with experienced                
teachers to help a teacher build this 360 o view before s/he enters the class and be ready with all possible                    
answers to the questions the students are likely to ask. 

 

Key Responsibilities  

Key responsibilities include, but are not limited to:  

● Ownership of design, curation and deployment of academic and non-academic content 
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● Coordinate and collaborate with team members and provide necessary guidance for better            
deployment of course and content.  

● Ensure content is of highest quality aligned to user requirements by constantly taking user              
feedback both qualitative and quantitative and aligning processes. 

● Proof read, edit and ensure that the content is exceptional and aligns to national curriculum,               
classroom practises and learning.  

● Identify and develop relationships with other content organisations.  
● Ensure capacity building of content team and professional development of the team. 
● Develop and maintain relationship with external resources such as consultants, experienced           

teachers, and mentors. Align these resources with the organisational content philosophy. 
● Work with partner NGOs that are extending their own programs and content by using ChalkLit. 

 

Required qualification and experience  

● Minimum 8 years of work experience with at-least four years in leadership positions, preferably in               
teacher training, curriculum design and/or teaching in India.  

● Bachelor’s degree preferably in Science/Maths/Education. Master’s degree in education is          
definite plus. 

● Deep knowledge and exposure of the K-12 curriculum in the Indian Education system.  
● Strong knowledge of pedagogy and how it integrates with teaching at different grade levels.  
● Exposure and understanding of e-resources is a definite plus.  
● Added advantage: Experience of working with senior K-12 teachers, curriculum experts and            

standard setting bodies to ensure content alignment with curriculum standards like CBSE and             
State Boards.  

● Active teaching experience will be a big plus. 

 

Competencies and Abilities  

● An ability to work at macro level and handle different subject curriculum with ease. 
● Exceptional communication, and interpersonal skills with an ability to influence others.  
● Extremely detail oriented person with an ability to identify misalignment. 
● Have a dynamic working style with ability to continuously improve based on user feedback.  
● Have an entrepreneurial mindset, including a high tolerance for ambiguity, a penchant for             

experimentation, and a strong team player having a strong bias towards action.  
● Comfortable in using technology.  

Remuneration is competitive with Indian NGO scales and will depend on the candidate’s experience.  

 

How To Apply 

Brewing coffee is what excites us. If you know how to do it, we would love to meet you at our office in                       
Noida. Even if coffee's not your-cup-of-tea, we would love to have you if you believe in our mission and                   
want to contribute. Do drop in a few lines or buzz us telling more about yourself or something you want to                     
know about us. Our coordinates are given below:  

hr@millionsparks.org  
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